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STAFF WRITER

For the second day in a 

row, the seven-county North-

east Pennsylvania region 

topped 40 new COVID-19 cas-

es.

As it has in daily reports 

for several weeks, Luzerne 

County recorded most of  the 

new cases — 27 of  the 41 new 

cases reported Thursday in 

Lackawanna, Luzerne, Mon-

roe, Pike, Susquehanna, 

Wayne and Wyoming coun-

ties, according to the latest 

state Department of  Health 

statistics.

The region saw 61 new cas-

es reported Wednesday. The 

last time the region had two 

days in a row of  more than 40 

cases was 50 on July 28 fol-

lowed by 56 on July 29. 

Luzerne also recorded its 

185th death, the only new 

death and 587th in the local 

counties.

Lackawanna County 

remained at 212 deaths with 

its last new death reported 

July 16. 

Overall, 8,129 people in the 

local counties have come 

down with the virus. 

Statewide, the death toll 

grew by 24, with the total 

reaching 7,409. 

The state added 991 report-

ed cases for a total of  122,121. 

About three-quarters 

(77%)  of  coronavir us 

patients have recovered. 

Recovery means a virus sur-

vivor tested positive and 

lived more than 30 days after 

getting tested. 

In the local counties:

Lackawanna added six 

cases for 1,952 total, 60 proba-

ble. 

Luzerne’s  new cases 

raised its total to 3,553, 89 

probable.

Monroe added five cases 

for 1,655 total, 43 probable, 

and remained at 124 deaths.

Pike added one case for 

527 total, 25 probable, and 21 

deaths. 

Susquehanna added one 

case for 218 total, seven prob-

able, and remained at 27 

deaths.

Wayne remained at 162 

cases, seven probable, and 10 

deaths. 

Wyoming added one case 

for 62 total, three probable, 

and remained at eight 

deaths.
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Cucumbers, peppers, squash, 
tomatoes and zucchini aren’t usually 
readily available at most food banks.

But, thanks to the efforts of  volun-
teers at the Abington Community 
Garden, those vegetables and many 
others have been provided to people 
in need.

Gardeners with plots off  Winola 
Road in South Abington Twp. are 
donating  fresh produce to several 
charitable organizations each week 
for about two months, according to 
township resident and volunteer 
Rich Winslow. 

Winslow got involved with the 
garden this year to keep busy during 
the summer months.

“I work seasonally for the RailRid-
ers and I had a little extra time when 
the season was canceled,” he said. 
“It’s good exercise and I like watch-
ing everything grow.”

Winslow said the group brings 
about three bushels of  vegetables to 
Abington Heights High School each 
Friday morning for a food drive run 
by the Weinberg Northeast Regional 
Food Bank. 

Each Wednesday, volunteers have 
also been dropping off  fresh vegeta-
bles at the Friends of  the Poor Food 
Pantry in West Scranton, he said.

Winslow recognized the impor-

tance of  providing nutritious 

options.

“Vegetables are a healthy food and 

people might not have the money to 

spend on something a little more 

expensive,” Winslow said. “We 

though we might be able to help out 

a little bit.”

Carolyn Crowley started the 

Abington Community Garden 12 

years ago with Barb Grabfelder and is 

glad to see its harvest helping others.

“Many gardeners plant more than 

they need, knowing there are people 

in the community who can benefit 

from the fresh produce that you so 

rarely find at a food pantry,” she said.

Crowley noted the gardeners are 

happy to see their hard work go to a 

worthy cause.

“We put a lot of  blood and sweat 

into it,” she said. “If  we have too 

much zucchini, we don’t want to see 

it go to waste.”

In addition to helping others, 

Crowley believes gardening can be 

relaxing. “It’s good therapy when 

you’re working and being produc-

tive,” she said. “There is something 

about having your hands in the dirt, 

and we all need all the stress relief  

we can get these days.”
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A collaborative project 
supporting local restaurants 
and residents during the 
COVID-19 pandemic got a 
$20,000 boost in the form of  a 
Scranton Area Community 
Foundation grant.

Led by the University of  
Scranton and the nonprofits 
Scranton Tomorrow and 
Friends of  the Poor, the Elec-
tric City Connection project 

has raised almost $27,000 in 
community donations since 
March to assist eateries 
affected by the pandemic and 
individuals struggling with 
food insecurity — some for 
the first time in their lives.

The foundation awarded 
the $20,000 grant in June 
through its NEPA COVID-19 
Response Fund, bringing the 
total funding to $47,000.

Since the onset of  the pan-
demic, project partners have 

purchased gift cards from 20 
city restaurants in different 
neighborhoods serving a 
variety of  types of  food. 
Friends of  the Poor has been 
distributing those gift cards 
to low-income residents 
since the project’s inception.

The project later expanded 
when organizers began pair-
ing restaurants with several 
downtown Scranton high ris-
es, said Julie Schumacher 
Cohen, assistant vice presi-

dent for community engage-
ment and government affairs 
at the University of  Scran-
ton, noting restaurants have 
been providing catered meals 
to senior citizens and resi-
dents with disabilities living 
in those apartments.

Foundation President and 
CEO Laura Ducceschi called 
the project unique in the way 
it delivers support, arguing 
there’s “dignity” in using a 
gift card to purchase a meal 

from a restaurant.
Cohen agreed, noting orga-

nizers will continue collect-
ing community donations 
supporting the project. To 
make a contribution, visit 
scrantontomorrow.org.

“Unfortunately the need 
continues,” Cohen said.

The community founda-
tion launched the NEPA 
COVID-19 Response Fund in 
March to address the needs 
of  nonprofits in the time of  

COVID-19. Support from 
more than 400 donors, busi-
nesses, foundations and oth-
er funds enabled the founda-
tion to disburse more than $1 
million in grants through the 
response fund to this point, 
including the grant for the 
Electric City Connection 
project, Ducceschi said.
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A mother and daughter 
from Scranton injured in a 
“horrific” tractor-trailer 
crash more than two years 
ago recently reached a $2 mil-
lion settlement with the truck-
er and trucking company, 
according to court documents.

On March 2, 2018, Ann 

Hildenbrand and her daugh-
ter Lauren Hildenbrand 
were struck by a tractor-trail-
er after a snow squall on 
Interstate 81 north in Dor-
rance Twp., Luzerne County, 
their attorneys wrote in 
court paperwork.

The pair spun out on the 
slick interstate and hit the 
guardrail. It disabled their 

vehicle, but otherwise they 
were fine, the attorneys 
wrote. A state police dis-
patcher told them to remain 
inside their car.

Meanwhile, truck driver 
Anthony Cordero bore down 
on them at speeds too fast for 
the snowy conditions, 
according to the court paper-
work.

The truck jackknifed on 
the interstate and collided 
head-on with the Hilden-
brands.

Wounded and terrified, the 
mother and daughter were 
trapped in their vehicle for 
an hour before emergency 
responders could get them 
out.

State police at Hazleton cit-

ed Cordero a few days later 
for disregarding a traffic 
lane, according to a court 
docket. Cordero pleaded 
guilty.

The Hildenbrands on Jan. 
21 filed paperwork in Lacka-
wanna County Court of  
Common Pleas signaling 
their intention to sue Corde-
ro and CRST International 
Inc., which owned the trac-
tor-trailer he drove.

They agreed July 10 to set-

tle for $2 million and the 
court accepted the defense’s 
petition to discontinue the 
case July 31. The agreement 
allows the defendants to deny 
all allegations of  wrongdo-
ing.

Ann and Lauren Hilden-
brand were represented by 
the Moran Law Group.
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A LITTLE COMPASSION 

MAKES THE GARDEN GROW
Fresh-from-the-earth food enables Abington Community Garden to help people in need.
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Irene Fotta of Clarks Summit tends to her plot Thursday at the Abington Community Garden in South Abington Twp.

$20,000 grant helps others reeling from pandemic

Mom, daughter settle suit for $2M
Pair’s car was hit by tractor-trailer in 2018 on I-81
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Rich Winslow, above, and Mary Beth Hennigan of Clarks Summit 

tend to their plots Thursday at the Abington Community Garden 

in South Abington Twp.


